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NOTICES 


FEDERAL  ELECTION  COMMISSION 

[Notice  1975-63,  AOR  1975-60  and  1975-79— 
1976-81] 

ADVISORY  OPINION  REQUESTS 

In  accordance  with  the  procedures  set 
forth  in  the  Commission’s  Notice  1975-4, 
published  on  June  24,  1975  (40  FR 
26660) ,  Advisory  Opinion  Requests  1975- 
60  and  1975-79  through  1975-01  are  pub¬ 
lished  today. 

Interested  persons  wishing  to  comment 
on  the  subject  matter  of  any  Advisory 
Opinion  R^uest  may  submit  written 
views  with  respect  to  such  requests 
within  10  calendar  days  of  the  date  of 
the  publication  of  the  request  in  the 
Fbderal  Register.  Such  submission 
should  be  sent  to  the  Federal  Election 
Commission,  OfiBce  of  General  Counsel, 
Advisory  Opinion  Secticoi,  1325  K  Street, 
NW.,  Washington,  D.C.  20463.  Persons 
requiring  additionsd  time  in  which  to 
respond  to  any  Advisory  Opinion  Request  • 
will  normally  be  granted  such  time  upon 
written  request  to  the  Commission.  All 
timely  comments  received  by  the  Com¬ 
mission  will  be  considered  by  the  Com¬ 
mission  before  it  issues  an  advisory 
opinion.  The  Commission  recommends 
that  comments  on  pending  Advisory 
Opinion  Requests  refer  to  the  specific 
AOR  number  of  the  Request  commented 
upon,  and  that  statutory  references  be 
to  the  United  States  Ck>de  citations, 
rather  than  to  the  Public  Law  Citations. 

AOR  1975-60:  Labor  Union  Sponsorship  op 
Fundraising  Raffle  for  Federal  Candidate 
(Request  Edited  by  the  Commission) 

Not*:  Tbe  following  supplement*  the  orig¬ 
inal  request  AOR  1975-60  published  on  Sep¬ 
tember  18,  1975,  at  40  FR  43166. 

Dear  Chairman  CxmTis:  This  is  to  sub¬ 
mit  additional  questions  relating  to  a  fund¬ 
raising  rafiSe  contemplated  by  supporters  of 
U.S.  Congressman  Toby  Moffett,  SUth  Dis¬ 
trict,  Connecticut.  •  •  • 

*  •  •  •  • 

1.  If  a  raffle  ticket  pmchaser  chooses  to 
pay  by  check,  must  the  check  be  written  to 
the  sponsoring  organization,  which  is  likely 
to  be  a  union  or  Democratic  Town  Conunlt- 
tee,  or  to  the  benefiting  organization.  Citi¬ 
zens  for  Moffett,  or  aoay  it  be  written  to 
either? 

2.  If  the  net  total  of  funds  raised  exceeds 
the  total  debt  of  Citizens  for  Moffett,  can 
Citizens  for  Moffett  retain  the  surplus;  if  it 
cannot,  should  the  surplus  funds  be  re¬ 
tained  by  the  si>onsorlng  organization,  re¬ 
turned  to  ticket  purchasers,  or  disbursed  in 
some  other  fashion? 

Salvatore  Gionfriddo, 

Chairman, 
Citizens  for  Moffett. 

Source:  Salvatore  Gionfriddo,  Chairman, 
Citizens  for  Moffett,  110  Jones  Drive,  New 
Britain,  Connecticut  (September  10,  1975) . 

AOR  1975-79:  Establishment  of  Political 
Committee  by  Corporation  Under  18 
UB.C.  I  610  AND  §  611.  (Request  Edited  by 
the  Commission) 

Dear  Commissioners:  This  is  a  request  for 
an  advisory  opinion  made  on  behalf  of  the 
USS  Employees  Good  Government  Fund  (the 
"Fund”)  pursuant  to  Section  437f  of  Title 
3  of  the  United  States  Code.  The  Fund  has 
been  established  by  United  States  Steel  Cor¬ 
poration  (the  "Corporation”)  pursuant  to 


Sections  610  and  611  of  Title  18  of  the  United 
States  Code.  The  details  of  the  organization 
and  proposed  iteration  of  the  Fund  are  as 
follows: 

The  Fund  Is  unincorporated  and  neither 
the  contributors  to  it  nor  any  other  Individ-  - 
uals  will  have  any  membership  status  or 
property  rights  in  regard  to  the  Fund.  The 
offices  of  the  Fund  include  those  of  Chair¬ 
man,  Vice  Chairman,  Treasurer,  and  Assist¬ 
ant  Treasurer,  and  it  also  has  a  Selection 
Committee  comprised  of  the  Chairman,  the 
Treasurer  and  such  other  individuals  as  the 
Chairman  may  from  time  to  time  desig¬ 
nate.  •  •  • 

It  is  expected  that  the  Fund  will  solicit 
contributions  initially  from  only  salaried 
employees  of  the  Corporation  and  of  certain 
of  its  domestically-incorporated,  wholly- 
owned  subsidiaries,  who  are  exempt  from  the 
provisions  cA  the  Fair  Labor  Standards  Act. 
Unsolicited  contributions  may  be  accepted 
from  other  employees.  Including  retired  em¬ 
ployees  and  employees  represented  by  unions, 
of  the  Corporation  and  such  subsidiaries,  and 
from  stockholders  of  the  Corporation.  Such 
other  employees,  retired  employees  and 
stockholders  may,  at  some  future  date,  be 
solicited  to  contribute  to  the  Fund.  It  Is 
anticipated  that  initially  solicitation  of  con¬ 
tributions  to  the  Fund  will  be  made  by  means 
of  material  mailed  to  the  employees’  home 
addresses.  *  *  *  Subsequent  solicitation 
may  be  made  at  group  meetings  by  individ- 
ualB  who  have  no  supervisory  power  over 
those  employees  present.  You  will  note  that 
the  proposed  solicitation  material  enclosed 
bears  a  legend  prohibiting  foreign  nationals 
or  individuals  entitled  to,  or  receiving  relief 
from  contributing.  Contributions  will  be 
solicited  on  a  voluntary  basis  only  and 
moneys  will  not  be  secured  by  physical  force. 
Job  discrimination,  or  financial  reprisals,  or 
the  threat  thereof,  or  required  as  a  condition 
of  employment,  or  obtained  in  any  com¬ 
mercial  transaction.  Contributions  will  be 
permitted  by  means  of  check  or  payroll  de¬ 
duction  only. 

Contributions  to  the  Fund  will  be  main¬ 
tained  in  a  bank  account  separate  from  the 
accounts  of  the  Corporation.  The  aocoimt 
may  bear  interest.  Only  the  Chairman  and 
Tr^tuer  of  the  Fund  and  their  duly  desig¬ 
nated  agents  will  be  able  to  draw  on  the 
accoimt. 

Contributors  to  the  Fund  will  be  able,  if 
they  80  desire,  to  require  the  disbursement  of 
their  contributions  to  candidates  and  polit¬ 
ical  committees  affiliated  with  a  political 
party  designated  by  them.  While  specific  can¬ 
didates  and  committees  will  receive  dis¬ 
tributions  from  the  Fimd,  the  amount  of 
each  distribution  and  when  distributions  will 
be  made,  will  be  determined  by  the  Selection 
Committee,  within  the  party  designations  (if 
any)  made  by  the  contributors  and  the  limits 
Imposed  on  the  size  of  contributions  by 
applicable  law.  In  selecting  candidates  and 
committees  to  receive  distributions  ^e  Se¬ 
lection  Committee  will  be  guided  by  the 
principle  that  the  general  business  Interests 
of  the  Corporation  are  served  by  fostering  a 
political  and  economic  environment  con¬ 
ducive  to  the  preservation  of  a  competitive 
fee  enterprise  system.  The  Fund  will  be  used 
to  support,  primarily,  candidates  for  Federal 
offices,  and  committees  supporting  such  can¬ 
didates,  but  will  also  support  candidates  for 
state  and  local  offices,  if  permitted  by  appli¬ 
cable  state  and  local  laws. 

The  Fund  has  been  registered  with  the 
Commission  as  a  political  committee  and  will 
TT'nintAtn  the  recoids  and  file  the  reports  re¬ 
quired  under  Federal  law  and  applicable 
regulations. 

I  would  appreciate  your  opinion  as  to 
whether  the  organization  and  proposed  op¬ 
eration  of  the  Fund,  including  Its  proce¬ 


dures  and  proposed  methods  of  solicitation, 
as  detailed  above,  would  comply  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Federal  Election  Campaign 
Act  Amendments  of  1974,  and  with  Sections 
608,  610,  611  and  613  to  617  of  Title  18  of 
the  United  States  Code.  You  may  assume 
that  the  Corporation  is  at  all  times  party 
to  a  contract  With  the  United  States. 

•  •  •  *  • 

M.  O.  Heatwole, 
General  Counsel. 

Source:  M.  G.  Heatwole,  General  Counsel, 
UJS.  Steel  Corporation,  600  Grant  Street, 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania  15230  (Septem¬ 
ber  23, 1975) , 

AOR  1975-80:  Cost  of  Hosting  Voluntary 
Advisory  Committee  Luncheon  in  a  Mem¬ 
ber's  District  (Request  Edited  by  the  Com¬ 
mission) 

Gentlemen:  An  advisory  opinion  is  re¬ 
quested  in  regard  to  the  question  of  report- 
ability  In  the  following-described  circum¬ 
stances: 

In  the  ordinary  course  of  his  official  duties, 
a  Representative  in  Congress  organizes  a 
voluntary  advisory  committee,  consisting  of 
representatives  of  major  elements  of  the 
economy  of  the  Congressional  district  he 
represents. 

The  purpose  of  the  advisory  group  is  to 
meet  with  the  Representative  on  an  irreg¬ 
ular  basis  to  provide  current  information  on 
the  state  of  the  economy  of  the  Congres¬ 
sional  district,  and  to  offer  comments  on 
the  possible  effects  of  pending  legislation,  or 
administrative  actions  of  federal  agencies, 
on  that  economy. 

The  meetings  of  the  advisory  group  are 
shifted  from  place  to  place  in  the  geograph¬ 
ically  laige  Congressional  district,  in  ordw 
that  travel  inconvenience  not  be  of  a  con¬ 
stant  degree  for  each  member. 

The  informal  conferences  include  a  “Dutch 
treat”  luncheon,  and  a  member  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  residing  in  the  community  in  which 
a  particular  meeting  is  to  be  held  makes 
the  arrangements,  with  each  individual  at¬ 
tending  paying  ^e  pro-rated  cost  of  the 
luncheon. 

On  occasion,  a  member  of  the  committee 
has  offered  to  host  the  luncheon  and  pay 
the  total  cost.  If  such  an  offer  were  accepted, 
would  the  cost  of  the  luncheon  be  repm^ble 
as  a  contribution  to  the  representative  in 
Congress — ^the  representative  in  Congress  not 
being  a  declared  candidate  for  re-election  at 
the  time — or  would  the  cost  of  the  luncheon 
be  regarded  as  a  consolidation  of  contribu¬ 
tions  of  individual  luncheons  to  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  group  attending? 

J.  Kenneth  Robinson, 
Member  of  Congress. 

Source:  Honorable  J.  Kenneth  Robinson, 
House  of  Representatives,  418  Cannon  House 
Office  Building,  Washington,  D.C.  20515  (Sep¬ 
tember  16, 1975) . 

AOR  1975-81:  Status  and  Reporting  Re¬ 
quirements  OF  Freedom  or  Choice,  Inc. 
(RxQfUEST  Edited  and  Paraphrased  by  the 
Commission;  Condensation  of  Two  Let¬ 
ters) 

Dear  Chairman  Curtis:  This  letter  will 
serve  to  provide  the  Federal  Election  Com¬ 
mission  with  formal  notification  concerning 
the  establishment  of  a  new  organization,  to 
be  known  as  Freedom  of  Choice,  a  nonprofit 
oorporatimi  chartered  under  the  laws  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Virginia  (Freedmn  of 
Choice,  Inc.,  has  registered  as  a  political  com¬ 
mittee  'Mth  the  Commission] . 

The  officers  of  Freedom  of  Choice,  Inc.  are: 
Chairman — ^William  A.  Rusher,  160  Bast  36th 
Street,  New  Ywk,  New  Ym’k  10016;  Treas- 
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urer — ^Howard  Phillips,  9520  Bent  Creek  Lane, 
Vienna,  Virginia  22180. 

Freedom  of  Choice,  Inc.,  Is  not  now  com¬ 
mitted  to  support  any  candidate  for  either 
President  of  the  United  States,  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent  of  Uie  United  States,  Senatcur  in  Con¬ 
gress,  or  Representative  in  Congress. 

Its  entire  purpose  is  to  assure  that,  in  the 
1976  Presidential  election  at  least,  the  Ameri¬ 
can  voter  will,  in  each  state,  have  the  option 
of  supporting  an  independent  conservative 
alternative  slate  of  electors  for  the  offices  of 
President  and  Vice  President. 

To  this  end,  the  officers  of  Freedom  of 
Choice  will  raise  and  expend  fvmds  in  sup¬ 
port  of  a  small  staff,  based  in  the  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.C.  area,  which  shall  undertake  to 
obtain  information  concerning  legal  require¬ 
ments,  and  to  secure  the  views  of  knowledge¬ 
able  individuals  in  each  state,  on  the  com¬ 
bined  basis  of  which,  members  of  the  staff 
will  recommend  to  the  officers  particular 
alternative  courses  of  action  which  may  be 
pursued  in  each  state  to  assure  ttie  presence 
of  an  Independent  conservative  choice  on 
the  November  1976  ballot. 


NOTICES 

In  some  cases,  the  officers  may  decide  to 
cooperate  with  the  officials  of  an  already 
established  political  party  which  has  ballot 
position  in  a  given  state — for  example,  the 
Conservative  Party  of  New  York,  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Party  of  Massachusetts,  or'  the  American 
Independent  Party  of  California. 

In  other  states.  Freedom  of  Choice  may 
wish  to  participate  in  the  choice  of  electors 
of  either  the  Republican  or  Democratic  Party. 

The  situation  in  certain  states  may,  on  the 
other  hand,  require  the  constitution  of  a  new 
political  instrximent,  whether  a  new  party,  or 
a  petition  drive  for  independent  electors,  per¬ 
haps  pledged  to  particular  candidates,  per¬ 
haps  not. 

Freedom  of  Choice  will  not  directly  commit 
resources  to  the  implementation  of  preferred 
strategies.  It  will  simply  decide  on  sucffi  strat¬ 
egies.  The  cost  and  responsibility  of  imple¬ 
mentation  will  repose  with  committees  to  be 
fcMined  for  such  prirposes  in  each  state  where 
the  initiation  of  Independent  action  seems 
necessary. 

•  •  •  •  • 
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Specifically,  our  request  for  an  advisory 
opinion  is  twofold: 

1.  Is  Freedom  of  Choice,  Inc.  a  "political 
committee”  such  that  it  must  meet  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  Public  Law  93-443? 

2.  If  the  answer  to  inquiry  1  is  afllrmatlve, 
what  must  Freedom  of  Choice,  Inc.  do  to 
comply  with  Public  Law  93-443?  What  re¬ 
ports  must  it  file  and  what  restrictions.  U 
any.  would  be  placed  on  its  activities? 

•  •  •  •  • 

Hugh  C.  Cxxggxb,  Jr. 

Soiirce:  Hugh  O.  Cregger.  Jr..  Counsel. 
Freedom  of  Choice.  Inc..  P.O.  Box  667  Court 
House  Station,  ArilngttKi.  Virginia  22216 
(September  18. 1975). 

Dated:  October  15. 1975. 

Neil  Stasblbr. 

Vice  Chairman  of  the 
Federal  Election  Commission, 

[FR  DOC.7&-28131  FUed  10-17-76;8:46  am] 
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